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On track…
Whitgift’s Primary Project celebrated its 21st Anniversary Big School featured its first 
running track for Chariots of Fire Autumn Collection returns to Fairfield Halls Students 
achieved 11 National Titles in Modern Pentathlon Whitgift Conversations podcast 
launched OW and Olympic Gold medallist Joe Choong visited Whitgift Brodie’s House 
announced winners of the House Drama Competition and more inside...
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In December 2021, Big School 
played host to the first of several 
stage productions planned for 
the School year, and for the 
first time ever, a stage design 
featuring a running track, 
designed and constructed by 
our talented AV Team! Chariots 
of Fire, the play adapted from 
the well-known film by British 
playwright Mike Bartlett, tells 
the true story of two men 
determined to achieve sporting 
immortality. Harold Abrahams 
(Fraser Murray, Lower Sixth 
Form) races in the face of bigotry 
and prejudice, whilst Eric Liddell 
(Kit Connor, Upper Sixth Form) 
in celebration of his faith. 

Chariots of Fire featured a large 
cast and crew; 52 students from 
Fourth Form to Upper Sixth 
Form managed the constant 
scene changes around the 
brilliantly designed and painted 
set. After 80 hours of rehearsals, 
and with help from an accent 
coach, a bagpipe teacher and 
numerous members of staff, the 
3-night production was a huge 
success.   

Director of Drama, Mr 
Hammond, wrote in his 
Director’s Note, “Their struggles 
and triumphs give us the 
opportunity to reaffirm what we 
know to be true, that to pursue 
our aspirations and ideals, in the 
face of obstacles and with the 
support of our friends, is the 
true challenge of our lives.”

CHARIOTS OF FIRE
In Whitgift’s version of Chariots 
of Fire, Mr Hammond chose 
to emphasise the importance 
of support, togetherness and 
‘liveness’. With the audience in 
the round and the running track 
built to go round – and through 
them, this meant the actors 
were able to really run. 
The audience formed the
crowd cheering them around 
the tight bends and straights, 
recreating a little piece of that 
Olympic glory. 

Thanks must go to everyone 
who helped plan and make this 
performance an exciting and 
wonderful event. It was also the 
final production for Technical 
Theatre Lead, Miss Seal
 who produced this wonderfully 
and whom we wish all the best 
in her new role. The School 
is grateful for all the talented 
staff and students, who 
make great efforts to put on 
spectacular performances for 
our community.

‘The actors were able to recreate a 
       little piece of that Olympic glory’
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The Charities Committee, 
chaired by Hussain Zaidi (Upper 
Sixth Form), co-ordinated a 
number of activities and events 
to raise funds for good causes 
during the Michaelmas Term.

In September, there was a 
great response from the School 
community to an appeal to 
support Afghan refugees living 
locally, with generous donations 
of clothes and other items which 
Reverend Bayes delivered to a 
Refugee Centre.

Russell Woods (Lower Sixth 
Form), said “I found it incredibly 
humbling to play a very small 
part within our Croydon 
community on an issue I had 
previously only seen on a TV 
screen, outlining to me the 
collective impact we can have as 
a school….”

The Charity Concert, organised 
by Hamza Mahfouz (Upper 
Sixth Form) held in Big School 
at the start of the December, 
was a great success. Compered 
by Arjun Puri and Vincent 
Tsoi (Upper Sixth Form) the 
evening included performances 
by students from Old Palace 
of John Whitgift School and 
Croydon High School, as well as 
Whitgift’s Sixth Form students. 

Well done to all the acts: The 
Corps of Drums who opened 
the evening, singers Damola 
Amusa (Upper Sixth Form), Sami 
Haddour (Upper Sixth Form), 
Josh Tikare (Upper Sixth Form), 
Giselle, Sienna and Ade. Rappers 
Daniel Clifford, Oba Lala, Timi 
Oke (Upper Sixth Form) and 
Nifemi Bankole (Lower Sixth 
Form); bands Dead Weight, 
Neverland, Mondiale and The 
Flaming Peacocks (formed of 
Whitgift staff); Milo Weaver 
(Lower Sixth Form) for his drum 
solo and Croydon High School’s 
Bollywood dancers. School 
Captain, Struan Fotheringham 
closed the evening leading 
the 1st XV Rugby team with a 
performance of Dancing in the 
Dark by Ed Sheeran.

The School continues to 
support Young Minds and Lives 
Not Knives this year, as well 
as Siyabong Africa – a South 
African organisation who 
provide food, blankets, clothing 
and basic necessities to those 
who are destitute. Siyabonga 
Africa’s ultimate aim is to create 
environments and opportunities 
that enable people in the 
country to find their way out of 
poverty.

CHARITIES

GEOGRAPHERS BACK ON FIELD TRIPS
At the end of September 2021, 
Fifth Form students studying 
GCSE Geography enjoyed a trip to 
the Sussex Coast visiting Saltdean, 
Seaford, and Birling Gap. 

Students investigated the impact 
of coastal defences on longshore 
drift and beach sediment 
accumulation at Saltdean. They 
also measured beach profiles, 
analysed sediment samples, and 
compared different shoreline 
management plans in action, 
including the soft engineering at 
Seaford, and hard engineering at 
Saltdean. 

Students were taught about 
the impact of the management 
policies on tourism in Seaford 
as well as how the periglacial 
conditions throughout 
the Pleistocene (Ice Age) 
resulted in an accumulation of 

news
unconsolidated Coombe deposits 
at Birling gap, which now erode 
more quickly resulting in the 
coastguard cottages being lost to 
the sea.

Head of Geography, Mr Croker 
commented, “The Fifth Form 
GCSE Geographers enjoyed 
superb weather and inspirational 
Geography at the Sussex coast, 
there is no better place to 
observe coastal processes and 
management!”

In addition to this excursion, 
Whitgift had the pleasure of 
getting back to trips during the 
Michaelmas Term. Sixth Formers 
enjoyed a visit to Ciné Lumière 
as part of their French studies, 
while A Level Drama and Theatre 
pupils visited The Globe Theatre 
to watch ‘Metamorphoses’. 

The Science Museum, National 
Theatre, Tate Modern and Design 
Museum were just a few of the 
London locations enjoyed by 
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Whitgift’s Boarding students 
during a busy term of site-seeing 
in the capital.
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During the Michaelmas Term 
2021, Whitgift ran over 100 
clubs and societies covering 
Drama, Music, Sport, Outdoor 
Education, Combined Cadet 
Force, Duke of Edinburgh as 
well as many specialist-interest 
and academic enrichment 
groups. With so many co-
curricular activities available 
to students across the year 
groups, in December 2021 
Whitgift launched a new online 
directory to help students and 
families, navigate the full range 
of activities available each 
term. It is also a great place for 
prospective students to browse 
the array of clubs they could get 
involved in!

The directory is available on 
our website here: www.whitgift.
co.uk/co-curricular-directory
 
1 Cookery Club
2 HipSoc – University Challenge 

Final December 2021
3 Outdoor Education
4 Junior Chess Club
5 Junior DT Club
6 Senior Programming Club
7 Greenpower Electric Car
8 Edible Technology Club

The new online co-curricular directory

In December 2021, 28 of 
Whitgift’s talented Violin, 
Viola, and Cello players took 
to the Concert Hall stage for 
the second of the Michaelmas 
Term’s Music competitions. 
The String Competition offered 
talented string players an 
opportunity to perform in a 
supportive environment, and to 
receive personalised feedback 
from experienced adjudicators.  

Mrs Fieller, one of Whitgift’s 
Music and Drama Teachers, 
adjudicated the Junior Class, 
while for the Intermediate 
and Senior Classes, the 
Music Department invited 
guest adjudicator, Nathaniel 
Boyd. As an internationally 
recognised chamber musician 
and soloist, Nathaniel appears 
regularly at the world’s leading 
concert halls. Described 
as ‘exceptionally gifted’ by 
Musical Opinion magazine, he is 
a laureate of numerous prizes 
for his work with the Navarra 
Quartet, and his recordings of 
Vasks and Haydn quartets both 
received 5-star reviews from 
BBC Music Magazine.    

CO-CURRICULAR STRING COMPETITION

news
Director of Orchestral Music, 
Mr Winter, commented, “This 
was a wonderful event in which 
all students who participated 
demonstrated technical and 
musical abilities of the highest 
standard. The adjudication given 
by Mrs Fieller and Mr Boyd were 
incisive, helpful, and positive – 
giving the competitors who took 
part invaluable help and support 
towards their musical progress. 
I am also grateful to Graduate 
Music Assistant, Mr Morrell, 
for his excellent administration 
and work in helping make this 
such a successful and enjoyable 
competition.” 

The winners of each competition 
class were as follows: Second 
Former Louis Peckham (Junior 
Class), First Former Sam Bristow 
(Intermediate Class), and Fifth 
Former Lucian Ng (Senior Class). 
Sam was also awarded the 
Timothy Posner Music Cup for a 
String Player with Outstanding 
Potential. 

Congratulations are due, not 
just to the winners, but also 
to all participants. Without 
exception, they did themselves 
credit, and represented the very 
best of Whitgift’s musical talent. 

Thanks also go to the 
adjudicators, Mrs Fieller and 
Mr Boyd; accompanists, Mr 
Winter and Mr Lane; and the AV 
team, who organised the live-
streaming of the competition.  

news

3

5

6

7

8

4

1

2

6 WHITGIFT  L IFE



98 WHITGIFT  L IFE WHITGIFT L IFE8 WHITGIFT  L IFE

news

9WHITGIFT L IFE

2021 OPEN EVENTS 
In Autumn 2021, after over 
18 months of online events, 
Whitgift was pleased to open 
its doors again for the annual 
Open Morning and Evening. Over 
1,500 people were welcomed 
over the course of the two events 
and were able to experience the 
School in action!  

Families had the opportunity to 
listen to the Headmaster explain 
the School’s vision and values 
and approach to educating boys. 
Joining the Headmaster were 
several students, keen to share 
their experiences of school life 
at Whitgift; KK Sunil (First Form), 
Jake Dennis (Fifth Form) and Spike 
Wyatt (Lower Sixth Form). In 
between speeches, visitors were 
able to enjoy piano playing by 
Upper Sixth Former, Elishe Lim.  

This year, for the first time, 
the event was by pre-booked 

tickets,  allowing for a smooth 
flow of visitors through the 
grounds and buildings, with all 
tours accompanied by one or 
two Whitgift students. It was a 
pleasure for our students and 
staff to meet with prospective 
pupils and families to showcase 
the best of Whitgift. The 
atmosphere on site was one 
of energy and vibrance, from 
Chemistry experiments in 
the Science Department to 
3D printer demonstrations 
in the Design, Technology 
& Engineering Department. 
Families were able to drop in 
on the subjects that were of 
greatest interest to their son, 
and chat to pupils and members 
of Whitgift’s teaching staff.   

The focal point for the beginning 
and end of the tour was our 
spacious Performing Arts Centre, 
where families enjoyed some 

news

refreshments and spoke to 
the Whitgift Admissions Team, 
who were on hand ready to 
support parents with any general 
enquiries or specific help with 
their application. 

Thank you to all the staff 
and pupils who helped to make 
this an enjoyable event for 
our visitors.
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The English department held its 
annual Junior Literary Festival 
in November 2021, bringing 
the spirit of the International 
Hay Festival to life at Whitgift. 
Made famous in Hay-on-Wye, 
Wales, the festival is a day of 
celebrating literature and spoken 
word.

Junior Years’ pupils spent the day 
with six fantastic authors: Karl 
Nova, Steve Cole, Nikki Sheehan, 
Matt Whyman, Stephen Davies 
and Phil Wilcox. Each hosted 
an interactive assembly and 
provided creative workshops, 
in which they collaborated with 
the pupils and inspired them to 
create their own writing. 

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
listening to the authors and 
learning tips on how to enhance 
their writing skills. Royan 
Rathore (First Form) commented 
“I loved experiencing how 
professionals write, and we 
were taught lots of different 

JUNIOR LITERARY FESTIVAL
techniques.” Matthew Lim-Kee 
(First Form) also explained, 
“I enjoyed understanding the 
author’s point of view and how 
they came up with ideas. With 
Matt Whyman, we looked at one 
photo and ended up making a 
whole story!”

Towards the end of the day, 
pupils were also treated to a 
book signing session and were 
left feeling engergised and 
inspired. Dylan Williams (First 
Form) summarised the day 
stating, “It was really interesting 
to meet all the authors, but one 
of my favourite parts of the day 
was with Nikki Sheehan and her 
creative writing session. I read 
my piece of writing out loud and 
she told me that if I carried on 
writing, I could go far!” 

Whitgift would like to thank all 
the authors for celebrating the 
Junior Literary Festival at the 
School and for making it another 
successful event this year.

In October 2021, Whitgift 
welcomed poet and spoken 
word artist, Kimba for a day 
of activities in celebration of 
National Poetry Day. 

Kimba wrote his first significant 
piece of poetry at age 11 
and later went on to receive 
a full scholarship to study at 
university. Kimba has also 
released two hip hop albums that 
have received strong praise and 
support, with his music featured 
in a film production in the United 
States. His debut poetry book 
will be released in early 2022. 

Since finding his voice in 
poetry & performance he has 
worked with several well-known 
schools, colleges, charities, and 
corporations. Kimba performed 
some of his poems in an 
assembly for Sixth Form students 
in the morning, and then again 
for Lower First and First Form 
students in the afternoon. 

He also held creative writing 
sessions for Third, Fourth, Fifth 
and Sixth Formers. Kimba was 
amazed at some of the work 
produced by the students. 

Pupils enjoyed learning writing 
styles and discussing their 
personal projects with him in the 
Junior Library, before getting 
their books signed. 

Kimba commented on his time at 
Whitgift; “Thank you so much for 
yesterday and for choosing me. 
It was an amazingly memorable 
day. I’m honoured to have come 
down to work with the students 
and staff. Whitgift is a beacon of 
hope in education and cultural 
equality. I am honoured to have 
experienced the School and the 
gracious nature of everyone I met.” 

Whitgift would like to thank 
Kimba for making his visit such a 
memorable event.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY

The fear clouded me, so I kept on walking 

My steps weighted with guilt and shame and regret, 

felt like they caused earthquakes 

Supported by wobbly, clumsy, sticks of jelly 

I should have turned back, 

But the fear enveloped me in an abyss. 

I was too scared to help. 

Qasim Haque (Fourth Form)

(Poem created in Kimba’s creative writing session) 

news
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STUDENT HOSTS AT WHITGIFT SUMMER SCHOOL

In September 2021, a brand-new 
podcast ‘Whitgift Conversations’ 
was launched to cover a range 
of relevant topics and provide 
an insight into school life 
through conversations with the 
diverse personalities within our 
school community.

The first episode features 
Headmaster, Mr Ramsey, who 
explained the origins of the 
School, advice he might give to 
a parent considering single-sex 
vs a co-educational school (and 
his answer might not be what 
you expect), and how Whitgift 
helps to develop pupils in the 
other aspects of growing up 
outside of academic success.

WHITGIFT CONVERSATIONS

news

where students are rewarded 
for hard work, for example, most 
improved English speaker. We 
also get to see a video of the 
week, which shows all the things 
students have done that week in 
a montage – it’s fun to see what 
everyone’s been up to.

Can you tell us about the friends 
you have made?
I have made quite a few friends, 
both international ones and 

Fifth Form student and student 
host at Whitgift Summer 
School in 2018 & 2019, Bakari 
Leon, shares his experiences 
on the international summer 
programme.

In your opinion, what is a 
‘student host’ at Whitgift 
Summer School?
A student host is a role in 
which Whitgift, and Old Palace 
students get to meet and help 
international students who 
come from abroad to attend 
Whitgift Summer School. We 
help them with their English 
through loads of activities. 
For example, there are project 
lessons that we take in the 
afternoon, called Progressive 
Skills in Action, involving several 
in-class activities with the 
international students. Being 
a student host isn’t just about 
work though, there are loads 
of other things we do with the 
visiting students: it’s about 
making friends, which is cool 
and fun. 

Tell us more about your time with 
the international students at the 
summer school.
It all starts on Sunday afternoon 
with a BBQ in the Founder’s 
Garden, which acts as an ice 
breaker. We then arrive on 
Monday and have lunch with the 
international students, before 
having our first afternoon 
project lesson. The projects 
vary each week, and, in the 
past, we’ve done projects that 
have required us to think 
creatively. For example, create 
and then make a board game 
with rules or even rewrite a 
famous play or pantomime. 
At the end of the week, we 
get to show off what we have 
come up with to the other 
groups. In the afternoon, we 
play sports, and, in the evening, 
we have more activities. Also, 
on Friday afternoons, we have 
a celebration of the week, a 
sort of prize-giving ceremony 

other student hosts from 
Whitgift too. I keep in contact 
with international students 
and it’s nice that I have 
been able to meet friends 
from different cultures and 
backgrounds. I’ve managed to 
keep in touch with a friend who 
is in China as well as students in 
France, Japan and Russia, it’s a 
sort of ‘potluck’ in terms of the 
nationalities you meet!

For you personally, what’s the 
best thing about being a student 
host?
Just getting to meet loads of 
different people from various 
backgrounds. We live in the UK, 
but things might be different 
back home for the international 
students and the part of the 
world they live in; they have 
loads of interesting stories to 
tell us. 

What has the experience of being 
a student host given you as a 
person?
Working with international 
students has broadened my 
horizons and improved my social 
skills. When you meet someone, 
clearly you don’t know them 
at all, and being a student host 
has allowed be to be aware of 
someone else’s culture and what 
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it is like to be them. My ability 
to meet and talk to people 
I didn’t know - that social 
aspect – improved greatly for 
me compared with before the 
Summer School experience. 

Do you have a particular memory 
that sticks out in your mind?
The Thursday evening talent 
show - seeing what secret talent 
some students have in their 
back pocket!

What would you say to a Whitgift 
or Old Palace pupil who was 
thinking about applying to 
become a student host?
I’d say do it, it’s fun! Summer 
School might seem like you’re 
doing ‘extra work’, but it’s not 
like that as you get to make 
new friends and it’s a fantastic 
experience to have. 

Could you sum up the experience 
in once sentence?
A unique, brilliant, fantastic and 
broadening experience, one that 
makes you more independent as 
a person. 

Whitgift Summer School plans 
to return in Summer 2022. 
Details on applying to be a 
student host will be made 
available in Spring 2022.

conversations
conversations conversationsconversations

Every fortnight, a new 
20-minute episode is released. 
To date, conversations have 
included the International 
Baccalaureate, Pastoral Care 
at Whitgift, why Drama is so 
important in schools and the 
role of learning and innovation. 

Please do contact us if you 
have any ideas for topics that 
could be covered or nominations 
for people you would like to 
see us interview. You can 
contact Mrs Joseph at 
marketing@whitgift.co.uk

If you wish to listen to any 
of the podcasts, please visit: 
www.whitgift.co.uk/whitgift-
conversations.

In October 2021, First Form 
students took part in the annual 
Humanutopia ‘Who am I?’ 
workshop in Big School.

The Humanutopia organisation 
first visited Whitgift seven years 
ago and their sessions form 
an important element of the 
First Form programme; driving 
self-reflection in themes such 
as community and kindness, 
whilst developing critical life 
skills and encouraging students 
to have greater motivation and 
ownership of their education.

First Formers are supported by 
Junior Prefects from Third Form 
in their group activities. These 
students themselves experienced 
the ‘Who am I?’ programme, 
aged 11, when they explored 
conformity, peer pressure and 
self-awareness. Now as older 
students within the School, 
they were well placed to guide 
younger peers in keeping their 
discussions focused and on track.

FIRST FORM HUMANUTOPIA
Every year, students who took 
part are happy to reflect on 
and share how the workshop 
has helped them and what they 
enjoyed most; from expanding 
their friendships to developing 
the confidence just to be 
themselves.
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MEMORIALS
David Raeburn
Headmaster 1970-1991
On Wednesday 15 September 
2021, over 100 members of the 
Whitgift Community, including 
family members, came together 
in Croydon Minster followed 
by a reception at the School 
to remember the life of former 
Headmaster, David Raeburn. 
David was a much loved and 
respected Headmaster during 
his tenure from 1970 to 1991. 
This was evidenced by the large 

number of OWs who contributed 
to his Book of Condolence and 
in the memorial address given 
by Francis Charig (OW 1970-
78) who reflected on David’s 
warmth, compassion, and lifelong 
love for learning. 

As Headmaster, Mr Ramsey 
mentioned during his speech at 
the post memorial reception, the 
School is launching a fundraising 
appeal for a Sixth Form Raeburn 
Scholarship to be awarded to 
a student who intends to read 
Classics or a related subject at 
university. The aim is to fund 
this through donations from Old 
Whitgiftians and members of the 
Whitgift Community, especially 
those who witnessed first-hand 
David’s humour, kindness, and 
good sensibility.

Keith Smith
Head of History and Politics 
1985-2021
On Tuesday 21 September 2021, 
many of the Whitgift Community 
gathered by the Whitgift War 
Memorial to celebrate the life and 

legacy of Keith Smith, MBE, who 
sadly passed away following a 
brave battle with cancer. Keith, or 
as he was also known ‘Uncle Baz,’ 
was a popular member of staff, 
not only within his department, 
but also in his role as Contingent 
Commander of the CCF, and 
other roles he undertook during 
his 36-year tenure at Whitgift. 

The service contained elements 
of the things Keith loved most 
about Whitgift, including 
performances from the Whitgift 
Corps of Drums and Choral 
Scholars, while the address from 
former School Chaplain, Reverend 
Canon Colin Boswell, reminded 
those in attendance of Keith’s 
charming personality, enthusiasm 
for everything, and, above all his 
love for Whitgift. 

Following the lowering of 
the flags by members of the 
CCF as the service drew to a 
close, guests were invited to 
the Andrew Quad where the 
Headmaster introduced speakers 
who knew Keith from his various 

roles over the years, such as his 
time as a professional fencer, as 
a teacher and colleague, being a 
CCF Commander, mentor, and of 
course dear friend to so many.

Mike Knott
Science Technician
On Saturday 16 October 2021, 
past and present colleagues 
and family joined to celebrate 
the life of Physics Technician, 
Michael Knott, and his significant 
contribution to Whitgift School 
over his 20 years’ of service.

Headmaster, Mr Ramsey, and Mr 
Hanley (Head of Physics), were 
amongst other staff to share 
tributes, recorded and live, as well 
as memories 
of their time 
working with 
him. These 
were followed 
by heartfelt 
poems from 
Senior Physics 
Technician, 
Mr Welch 
and Head 

of Science, Mr Elliot on behalf 
of Mike’s good friend, Mr 
Wood (Archivist). Upper Sixth 
Former, Jerry Lin played Clair 
de Lune by Debussy beautifully 
as the congregation privately 
remembered Mike while watching 
a slideshow of photos from over 
the years.  

School Chaplain, Reverend Bayes 
reflected on Mike’s personal life 
outside of Whitgift, reminding 
those in attendance of his 
passion, creativity, and love 
for helping others. Reverend 
Bayes also shared a story about 
Mike’s curiosity of butterflies 
and how, since he was a 
young boy, he so desperately 
wanted to see them hatch 
from a chrysalis, but had never 
managed to catch the moment. 
As tribute to his memory, his 
colleague Miss Elgarhy placed 
an incubator of chrysalises on 
his desk to hatch, and at the 
end of the commemoration, 
the newly-hatched butterflies 
were released in the Andrew 
Quad as a meaningful gesture of 
remembrance.

‘The School is 
launching a , 
fundraising 
appeal for a Sixth 
Form Raeburn 
Scholarship’
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Students in the Lower Sixth 
Form were presented with their 
2020/2021 Fifth Form awards by 
the Headmaster, Mr Ramsey in a 
special prize-giving assembly on 
Thursday 4 November 2021. Mr 
Ramsey spoke to the students 
about the significant challenges 
that they had faced due to the 
pandemic, and the process of 
being awarded Teacher Assessed 
Grades, and how these factors 
had made their achievements 
even more remarkable.

It was wonderful to be able to 
present the students with their 
academic and co-curricular prizes 
and to congratulate them for their 
accomplishments.

FIFTH FORM PRIZE-GIVING

‘Mr Ramsey spoke to the students 
about the significant challenges 
that they had faced due to the 
pandemic’

The Whitgift Afro Caribbean 
Society (WACS) was thrilled to 
reunite for the Michaelmas Term 
and be back meeting together in 
person with stronger numbers 
than ever and a healthy staff 
presence and contribution.

During the weekly sessions, 
students debated on current 
affairs, including the trial of 
Ahmaud Arbery’s murderers (an 
unarmed 25-year-old black man 
who was fatally shot in the USA). 
The discussion was opened up for 
students to consider how this may 
affect relationships with authority.

Black History Month is marked in 
the month of October, and here 
at Whitgift, the Afro Caribbean 
Society launched their theme for 
2021-22 – ‘Being Black/British’, 
exploring that from multiple 
angles and opinions. Students 
attended society meetings and 
assemblies exploring this theme, 
which finally led to a special 
collaboration between HipSoc 
(History and Politics Society) and 
the ACS.

In December 2021, WACS 
welcomed the African Caribbean 
Education Network (ACEN) to 
discuss with students how to 
make the independent education 
sector more inclusive. This 
thought-provoking session 
enabled students to reflect and 
put forward suggestions based 
on their own experiences and 
understanding. Racial Integration 
Lead, Mr Powell commented, 
“The goal is to ensure each black 
student at Whitgift feels seen 
and heard. This is the first honour 
that can be extended to them. 
And then it is for the whole 
community to learn from each 
other in an effort to continue 
to build a harmonious learning 
environment.”

Old Palace of John Whitgift 
School hosted the excellent 
inaugural ACS Mixer for Sixth 
Form students across the three 
John Whitgift Foundation schools 
in November 2021. Following 
this successful event, Whitgift 
is expecting to connect and 
collaborate on more events 
with the other John Whitgift 
Foundation schools.

WHITGIFT AFRO CARIBBEAN SOCIETY
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The Young Reporters Scheme 
is an opportunity presented to 
students in one of the many 
co-curricular activities that 
Whitgift has to offer – Journalism 
Club, in which students can 
explore the world of journalism 
and reporting, and then 
showcase their work on a real 
live news platform. 

Two budding journalists and 
brothers, Nile White (Lower Sixth 
Form) and Hussain Zaidi (Upper 
Sixth Form), explored the topic 
of diversity and inclusion at 
Whitgift. 

Steven Lawrence to George 
Floyd  – what’s changed? 

Amid the global 
pandemic, 
people were 
both uncertain 
and uneasy. 

As a Whitgift student I was no 
different. As a young black man, 
I was already aware of racial 
prejudice and bias in the US and 
the UK, however witnessing 
the reprehensible actions of the 
‘officers’ who murdered George 
Floyd online initiated a radical 

self-realisation – I had to make a 
change for the better. 

Whilst the US and the UK have 
different histories, they both 
share a rather unsavoury history 
of mistreating their minorities; 
from Steven Lawrence in the UK 
to George Floyd in the US. The 
tragic death of George Floyd 
brought the tenuous race relations 
in the US to light and spurred 
me on to fight for effective 
changes at Whitgift and in my 
local community of Croydon. 
Subsequently, my schoolmate 
Sebastian Oshinsanya and I 
designed a diversity and inclusion 
focused plan consisting of 
implementing programmes to hire 
more black teachers, providing 
black primary school students with 
role models through mentoring 
and tutoring schemes and running 
a summer school for primary 
school kids. The latter had already 
been organised in the form of a 
Community Summer School, at 
Whitgift, which I was invited to 
volunteer at. 

My experience of diversity 
issues and change is that you 

WHITGIFT’S YOUNG REPORTERS ON DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION AT WHITGIFT

MR JACKSON AWARDED A LV= PRIDE OF CRICKET AWARD 

news
In October 2021, Old Whitgiftian, 
Joe Choong visited Whitgift 
following his remarkable 
achievements at ‘Tokyo 2020’, 
where he became the first ever 
British male to win an Olympic 
Gold medal in the mens individual 
Modern Pentathlon event. 

Joe arrived at Haling Park and 
started his day by meeting with 
Director of Sport, Mr Litchfield 
and members of the Sports 
Department, before speaking 
with Headmaster, Mr Ramsey and 
Senior Deputy, Mr Cresswell. 

Lower First and First Form Sport 
Scholars were thrilled to be 
joined by Joe for a talk on his 
life at Whitgift, how the mentor 
programme benefitted him and 
to hear about his experience at 
two Olympic games. It was a 
wonderful learning experience 
for students, inspiring a new 
generation of Whitgiftians. 

Modern Pentathlon Great Britain 
programme athletes and Whitgift 
students, Jack Murray (Fourth 
Form) and Luis Grainger (Lower 
Sixth Form), interviewed Joe in 
the afternoon. Together, they 
discussed various topics from the 

differences between the 2016 
Rio Olympics and the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, to how Joe managed 
to juggle a degree in Maths with 
a full-time training schedule. Joe 
also explained how his Whitgift 
experience helped prepare him 
for a life as an elite athlete, as 
prior to Whitgift, he was only 
active in Swimming and Rugby. 
He ended the day joining in on 
Third Form’s Modern Pentathlon 
lesson which included fencing 
and laser shooting. 

The School would like to thank 
Joe for returning to Whitgift and 
to Head of Modern Pentathlon, 
Mr Sanderson for organising the 
visit. Everyone in the Whitgift 
community is extremely proud of 
Joe’s hard work and achievements 
and we look forward to 
welcoming him back again soon.

don’t want to be sitting around 
waiting for someone else to 
make changes for you; Instead 
persevere bringing forth realistic 
and effective solutions. However, 
this can only work if those in 
the position to make change are 
receptive, like Whitgift. 
Nile White, Lower Sixth Form

Whitgift and diversity 
Set on a 
sprawling site in 
South Croydon, 
one of the most 
diverse areas of 

London, Whitgift unquestionably 
does not fit the traditional 
stereotype of a boys private 
school. Whitgift is very inclusive. 
Our school is profoundly diverse. 
Over forty percent of students 
receive some form of financial 
assistance. Many members of our 
community come from different 
social-economic backgrounds, 
and many, like myself, from 
minority-ethnic backgrounds. 

As a boarding school, Whitgift is 
extremely accepting of all cultures, 
and encourages diversity. There is 
a Christian club, and Islamic, Afro-

TOKYO OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALLIST VISITS WHITGIFT
Caribbean and queer societies. 
Whitgift is currently working 
towards achieving the Rainbow 
Flag Award, to ensure LGBTQ+ 
equality. This involves ensuring 
student are taught an inclusive 
curriculum. 

Last year, I was the chairperson 
of the student-led charity 
committee. Despite the 
pandemic, we have successfully 
run a charity concert and a 
quiz, raising over £1500 for our 
charities. We supported three 
great charities: Lives Not Knives, 
Shelterbox and Young Minds, a 
charity promoting awareness in 
issues relating to mental health. 
At our school, mental health is an 
important concern, and is covered 
in our weekly critical reflection 
lessons. Mr Lewis runs the 
weekly Gift of Wellness podcast, 
where he reflects upon issues 
that concern our relationships 
and mental health. Unlike some 
private schools, Whitgift certainly 
does not have a “country club” 
atmosphere. We are well into 
the journey to comprehensive 
equality.
Hussain Zaidi, Upper Sixth Form

‘It was a wonderful learning 
experience for students, inspiring 
a new generation of Whitgiftians’
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On Tuesday 24 August 2021, 
Whitgift’s Cricket Academy Head 
Coach, Mr Jackson was shortlisted 
for the LV= Insurance Pride of 
Cricket Awards. The awards were 
established to recognise the 
incredible achievements of the 
grassroots cricket community – 
both during the past 12 months 
and over entire lifetimes. 

The Awards were spread across 
seven categories – from lifetime 
achievement to community 
engagement, fundraising to 
social media. The Pride of Cricket 
Awards judging panel whittled 
the entry list down to a shortlist 
of 10 names, and Mr Jackson 
was amongst those shortlisted in 
the Community Hero Category. 

Mr Jackson has been 
part of a ground-
breaking scheme, 
The Ace Academy (a 
charity set up to give 
members of the black 
community in London 
access to Cricket), since 
its inception in January 
2020. He has been one 
of their lead coaches 
and mentors to under-
14s and under-19s. In 
July 2021, Mr Jackson 
organised a residential 
camp at Whitgift for 
21 ACE cricketers, with 
full use of sports and 
boarding facilities and 
full catering provided at 
no charge. 

Nominations opened up to the 
public for voting in August 2021 
following the shortlisting and 
Mr Jackson was announced 
Community Hero winner on 
Friday 1 October 2021 for his 
hard work both at Whitgift and 
with the ACE programme. 

We thank and congratulate him 
on this award win, he was one 
of many deserving finalists and 
the community is delighted 
and proud that he has been 
recognised.
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Whitgift Masterclasses
42 Year 5 pupils from 8 local 
primary schools have now 
attended the inaugural set 
of Whitgift Masterclasses, a 
series of lessons on Saturday 
mornings in Maths, English and 
Science. The masterclasses are 
designed to support students 
with academic potential from 
the local area to develop their 
problem solving and analysis 
skills. Students have been 
selected by their primary school 
headteachers as those who 
would benefit the most and 
may not always have access to 
opportunities of this type. A 
team of Whitgift Lower Sixth 
Form students have been 
supporting this project and 
teaching several lessons, from 
which they have benefitted 
immensely.  

Lower Sixth Form student, 
Artyom Boyarov explained, 
“I was able to improve my 
presentation and engagement 
skills, both by teaching the 
lessons and being friendly and 
approachable to the students.” 

The School was delighted 
to receive several positive 
comments about the impact 
the masterclasses had on the 

WHITGIFT TOGETHER – COMMUNITY
children, including the following 
quotes below. 

“The masterclasses have inspired 
him to study more and improve 
himself.”

“My son really enjoyed his time 
at Whitgift, he was happy that 
he got to try new things, like the 
amazing science experiments. He 
also liked that the pupils helped 
to teach the classes.”

Fairfield Halls 
Primary Concert
On the morning before the 
Autumn Collection Concert in 
November 2021, 800 primary 
pupils from across Croydon 
travelled to Fairfield Halls for 
a concert of specially selected 
pieces from several different 
Whitgift ensembles. All the 
pupils had a fun time watching 
the performances, and in 
particular, the amazing UV 
drumming from the Corps of 
Drums. For many, this will have 
been the first time they would 
have had the chance to attend a 
concert of this kind.

Director of Community and 
Partnerships, Mr Marlow 
commented, “We were delighted 
to welcome primary pupils 

news news

back to the Fairfield Halls. 
The opportunity to listen to 
performances of orchestral 
(and other) music from various 
ensembles in this kind of venue 
is something many children do 
not often get the chance to do 
and is an important part of their 
musical education.”

Community Summer 
School 
We are delighted that the 
Whitgift Community Summer 
School is due to return in Summer 
2022, alongside the International 
Summer School. Another cohort 
of 200 local primary pupils will 

have the opportunity to benefit 
from the classes and a range of 
fun co-curricular activities with 
the support of John Whitgift 
Foundation teaching staff and 
students.

Our Community Summer School 
was featured in the Celebrating 
Partnerships Report 2021 by the 
Independent Schools Council, 
as an example of partnerships 
making an impact on the 
community. Whitgift attended 
the launch of the report at the 
House of Lords in November, 
which was hosted by MP 
Andrew Lewer MBE.
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Whitgift’s Primary Project 
celebrated its 21st Anniversary 
and celebrated the long-running 
scheme, by hosting an event for 
headteachers from local primary 
schools in October 2021.  
 
During the event Headmaster, 
Mr Ramsey shared Whitgift’s 
hopes to support and develop 
even stronger connections with 
schools in the future, including 
the expansion of the project and 
more students going into schools 
to support class learning.
 
With a short gap over the Covid 
lockdowns, the Primary Project 
restarted in September 2021 and 
continues to offer primary school 
pupils from across Croydon an 
exciting learning experience to 
add to their academic journey. 
Children from local primary 
schools, accompanied by their 
teachers, spend a week immersed 
in fascinating lessons, from 
programming robots to learning 
to play the bongos. It has been 
fantastic to have these schools 

WHITGIFT PRIMARY PROJECT
attend lessons at Whitgift each 
week, and wonderful to see 
Whitgift students volunteering to 
support lessons.

PRIMARY PROJECT KEY FACTS
25000+  pupils have attended since 2000

21  year anniversay in 2021

35  schools per year attend

21000  pupil hours of teaching per year

62  Whitgift students volunteering as teaching assistants

1225  hours of Whitgift student volunteering to support

together
…with local primary schools

1 9WHITGIFT L IFE
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In October 2021, for this 
year’s Whitgift House Drama 
competition, Director of 
Drama Mr Hammond, set 
each House the challenge of 
presenting two short pieces: 
the first a duologue between 
two characters, performed by 
members of the Sixth Form, and 
the second a group performance 
by students in the younger years. 

House Drama is the only 
event in Whitgift’s Drama 
calendar that is entirely 
directed and organised by the 
pupils themselves, providing 
opportunities for students 
across the School to collaborate, 
share valuable learning and 
team work experiences.

HOUSE DRAMA
On the night, 4th place went 
to Smith’s House and Andrew’s 
were placed 3rd. Guest of 
Honour and Judge, Mr Zois 
Pigadas (Theatre Director 
and Course Leader at East 15 
Acting School) had a tough job 
to separate 1st and 2nd place. 
However, strong, grounded and 
honest performances earned 
Dodd’s 2nd place.

The winners of the night – and 
House Drama champions 2021 
– were Brodie’s. They were 
praised by Mr Pigadas for their 
superb duologue with great 
physicality and strong emotional 
connection, performed by 
Nifemi Bankole (Lower Sixth 
Form) and Ethan Hamilton (Fifth 

performing arts
Form), and for the high level of 
work by the ensemble’s cast for 
Alice in Wonderland.

“I’ve been delighted to see 
students working so hard 
to plan, direct and rehearse 
their performances,” said Mr 
Hammond. “The evening was 
a fantastic array of theatrical 
genres, styles and stories, 
and a reflection of the effort 
and ability they applied to the 
challenge. It was wonderful 
to see our young performers 
so well supported by their 
peers, staff, and families who 
came along and filled the PAC 
(Performing Arts Centre)”. 
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‘The evening was a fantastic array of 
theatrical genres, styles and stories’
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안녕하세요? Hello! You don’t 
need to read or speak Korean 
to enjoy Korean Society, which 
was introduced at Whitgift in 
2020, a long time before Squid 
Game became a global sensation. 
There is (thankfully) much more 
to Korean culture – a rich, wide-
ranging tapestry of Confucian 
traditions on the one hand and K 
Pop on the other. 

Korean Society aims to immerse 
pupils in the culture; you can 
expect to play Korean style games 
like 공기Gonggi or enjoy some 
Korean 한글writing with water 
and calligraphy paintbrushes – 
quite magical, especially with 
South Korean boy band, BTS 
playing in the background! 

CO-CURRICULAR FOCUS 
KOREAN SOCIETY

In August 2021, Old Whitgiftian, 
JB Gill (member of 90s boy band 
JLS and a former presenter of 
Countryfile) returned to Haling 
Park to visit the Whitgift hives 
for an afternoon of Beekeeping 
for the programme ‘This Week 
on The Farm.’ He was shown 
around by Design, Technology 
and Engineering Technician, 
Mrs Nicholls, who first launched 
the Whitgift Apiarian Society in 
September 2016.

Together, they explored the 
Whitgift apiary, opened a hive 
and observed the bees. Mrs 
Nicholls gave JB top tips in 
preparation for his first honey 
harvest, including the importance 
and purpose of having a clearer 
board, before he departed with a 
jar of Whitgift honey.

The episode at Whitgift aired 
on Channel 5 on Wednesday 15 
September.

JB GILL VISIT ISS SHOW

Korean Society is open to all 
Forms, more details can be found 
on the Whitgift website. 

About Mrs Mund (Teacher of 
Japanese and Korean):
I studied Japanese and Korean 
at Bonn University in the mid 
1980s. After joining Whitgift 
14 years’ ago, I predominantly 

taught Japanese and some 
German for many years before 
Head of Languages, Mr Hunt 
gave me a third leg to stand on: 
teaching Korean language to the 
Lower First Form. It has proven 
to be a great spring-board for 
learning Japanese or Mandarin in 
the First Form.

In November 2021, Whitgift 
was pleased to join many other 
Independent Day and Boarding 
Schools at the Independent 
Schools Show in Battersea 
Park Evolution. We are grateful 
to the members of staff that 
supported the event which 
attracted a lot of interest from 
prospective families.

sport
Championships, with both our 
U16 and U18 teams making it to 
the Finals. The U18 team played 
superbly, achieving Runner-Up 
place after losing a hard-fought 
match on penalties against 
Ipswich School. The U16 team 
also performed excellently and 
finished first place, having won 
all five games without conceding 
a goal. Congratulations to both 
teams on these fantastic results. 

In December 2021, Whitgift’s 
U14, U16, U17, and U19 teams 
took part in Round 1 of the 
Dynamik National Schools 
Competition run by Basketball 
England.

John Fisher School looked 
like the dominating team but 
Whitgift’s U17 team made a 
strong comeback and managed 
to win the home game in 
overtime with a score of 81:72. 

The U19s also won their match 
again John Fisher School in a 
thrilling away game where the 
scores were 63:61. 

In January 2022, Whitgift U16s 
continued their impressive 
season by winning a home fixture, 
achieving an impressive result of 
61:50 against Harris Academy 
Purley. The U14 squad also did a 
fantastic job, considering this was 
their first time competing in a 
National tournament with a 44:49 
loss against Harris Academy 
Crystal Palace.

We are very proud of all the 
players and that three out of 
four teams advanced to the next 
round. The School wishes them 
the best of luck in the second 
round of fixtures. 

Director of Sport, Mr Litchfield

The 2021 Michaelmas Term 
has provided students with 
the long-awaited return of 
a competitive winter sports 
programme. A total of 1069 
students have represented 
Whitgift in over 600 competitive 
fixtures spanning 14 different 
sporting activities.  Thank you to 
students, parents, and staff for 
your commitment, enthusiasm 
and desire shown, it has been 
truly inspiring. 

Underpinning our sporting 
programme at Whitgift is a 
thriving co-curricular offer 
that provides a vast number of 
opportunities for all students 
to engage in multiple sports 
regardless of experience 
or ability. The Michaelmas 
term has seen 147 clubs on 
offer for students to train 
and play in both internal and 
external competitive fixtures. 

Congratulations to the Third 
Form who have an 84% sporting 
participation rate in competitive 
fixtures, highlighting the 
passion our students have for 
keeping active and representing 
Whitgift.

Congratulations to the U15 
Cricketers who were crowned 
National T20 champions in 
September, along with the U14 
cohort who won the prestigious 
Bunbury Cup.  At the British 
Biathlon, Triathlon, and Tetrathlon 
National Championships in 
October 2021, Whitgift won a 
total of 11 medals, 6 of which 
were Gold. These are incredible 
accomplishments of which every 
student involved should be 
immensely proud. 

In January 2021, Whitgift was 
honoured to host the National 
Indoor Hockey School Super 6s 

SPORT ROUND UP FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SPORT

news
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‘Congratulations 
to the teams on 
these fantastic 
results’
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Sport
Gold Medal, with his teammate, 
Luis Grainger earning the Silver 
Medal. Artyom Boyarov and Ben 
Lewis provided strong Fencing 
performances to finish in 7th 
and 10th positions, respectively. 
Jack, Luis and Artyom were 
awarded the National Title and 
Team Gold Medal. 

Finishing the weekend with 
fantastic performances, and 
the Team Bronze Medal, was 
the U15s team of Matthew 
Taylor, Oliver Shuttleworth, and 
Louis Peckham with individual 
performances to be proud of. 
Matthew finished 7th, Oliver in 
11th place, and Louis finished in 
13th position. 

The School is extremely proud 
of the commitment these 
students have shown and their 
excellent performances.

Modern Pentathlon has 
been exceptionally busy in 
Michaelmas 2021 with three 
major championships taking 
place. The pupils who have 
taken part in these events have 
been exemplary and together 
they have achieved 6 National 
Gold Medals, 3 National Silver 
Medals and 2 National Bronze 
Medals. 

British Schools’ Modern 
Biathlon Championships
The British Schools’ Modern 
Biathlon Championships took 
place at the University of Bath 
in October 2021. The event 
attracts athletes from across 
Great Britain who specialise 
in Swimming and Running. 
Whitgift fielded a team of 11 
pupils who displayed grit and 
determination, organisation and 
positive attitudes throughout 
the day and this showed in the 
results they achieved.

The U14s started off the day 
with Jack Murray winning the 
National Title and the Individual 
Gold Medal. In the same age 
group, Matthew Taylor produced 
an excellent performance which 
ranked him in 22nd place. 

The U13s followed, with Louis 
Peckham finishing in a strong 
39th position. 

A National Title and Gold 
Medal went to the U15 Team, 
consisting of Alex Corver, 
Philip Joos, and Josh Astbury. 
Congratulations to all the U15s 
on their Individual performances: 
Alex (4th place), Philip (11th 
place), Josh (20th place) and 
Liam Beveridge (24th place).

Luis Grainger, Felix Thurlow, and 
Artyom Boyarov made up the 
U16 Team, and together they 
also performed exceptionally 
well, achieving a Silver Medal. 
Congratulations to all the U16s 

on their Individual performances: 
Luis (9th place), Felix (11th 
place), Artyom (13th place) and 
Nico Lane (17th place).

British Triathlon 
and Tetrathlon 
Championships
Over a weekend in November 
2021, Whitgift returned to the 
University of Bath where the 
U15 and U17 teams took part 
in the British Triathlon and 
Tetrathlon Championships.

In the Triathlon (Swim, Run 
and Shoot), Jack Murray 
competed up an age group for 
the U17s and claimed the Gold 
Medal and National Title, with 
Luis Grainger close behind 
to claim the Silver Medal. 
Artyom Boyarov and Ben Lewis 
competed in the same event 
and took 9th and 14th places 

MODERN PENTATHLON
respectively in the Individual 
competition. These strong 
performances led to Whitgift 
taking the U17s National Title 
and Team Gold Medal.

For the U15s, Matthew Taylor, 
Oliver Shuttleworth and Louis 
Peckham represented the 
School and achieved 11th, 12th 
and 15th places respectively 
in the Individual competition 
which led them to take the Team 
Bronze Medal. 

In the Tetrathlon competition 
(Swim, Fence, Run and Shoot), the 
finale of the weekend, Whitgift 
showed fantastic character and 
resilience throughout the day. 
Starting with the U17s, Jack 
Murray competed up an age 
group again with a controlled 
performance winning the British 
Championship National Title and 

Sport

Opening batsman, Jack 
Mortlock, commented, “This 
year stood out to the past 
couple of years because of 
the opportunities given to us, 
we got to play in a National 
Cup, and even win it! Even two 
months after winning, I still can’t 
wrap my head around the fact 
that in 2021 we were the best 
U14 team in the country. I really 
enjoyed meeting David English 
as he willingly shared with us so 
much English cricketing history 
from the last 30 years, and I was 
humbled to meet him.”

Congratulations to the U14 
team for displaying excellent 
Cricket ability throughout the 
year, and more impressively 
for consistently demonstrating 
a real desire to improve each 
training session and match. 
Thank you to David English and 
the organisers of this year’s 
competitions for providing such 
an amazing experience for our 
Fourth Form students to 
display their skills and create 
positive memories.

David English/ 
Bunbury Cup 2021 
In Summer 2021, the Whitgift 
U14 team made it to the finals 
of the prestigious David English/
Bunbury Cup 2021, hosted by 
Oakham School, and won the 
competition against Stamford 
School by eight wickets.

The first-round fixture saw the 
team travelling to the scenic 
Reading Blue Coat School, and 
in later rounds, they played 
against Dulwich College, 
Aylesbury Grammar, Hampton, 
Taunton, and Stamford.  

The team was led admirably 
by Captain, Alex Chambers 
and assisted by Vice-captain, 
George Grisdale. Each player 
within the squad contributed 
significantly to the overall 
outcome, including left-handed 
opening batsman Ollie Hunt’s 
(pictured, right) 106 vs Dulwich 
College (Round 2), Captain and 
right-handed all-rounder Alex 
Chambers 130 and right-arm leg 
spinner, Fergus Callington 5/29 
vs Aylesbury Grammar (Round 

3), and right-arm seam bowling 
all-rounder Thomas Mead 5/15 
vs Stamford (Final).

CRICKET

U15 ESCA National T20 
Competition 2021
The Whitgift U15 team also had 
a fantastic season. A group of 
17 players participated across 
a total of nine games, which 
led them to become this year’s 
National T20 Competition 
winners. The team was 
excellently led by Jens Wagstaff 
and together they showed 
progression, team spirit, and 
motivation.

The game against Tonbridge, 
in the area play-off was an 
enthralling encounter, with Jens 
scoring a winning 16 off 6. U14 
Alex Chambers competed up 
an age group for the U15s and 
scored an impressive 26 off 16 
leading the Whitgift team to 

a win against Gresham in the 
Regional Final. U14 Dougie 
Beckett also competed up an 
age group and scored a brilliant 
42 off 30 balls in the National 
Semi Final before his excellent 
bowl left a strong Bradfield 
seven runs short of our total.

In the National Final against 
Shrewsbury, it was the turn 
of Rahul Tangirala to play the 
inning of his life; a brilliant 74 
off 57 balls including the shot of 
the day: a back foot punch, off 
the back foot, over cover for six!

The U15 team should be 
immensely proud of what they 
have achieved. Well done all.
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AUTUMN COLLECTION RETURNS TO FAIRFIELD HALLS
Whitgift made its first solo 
return in November 2021 to 
Fairfield Halls since 2015 to 
celebrate musical excellence at 
the Autumn Collection Concert. 

The venue had been closed 
for a multi-million-pound 
refurbishment and Covid then 
extended the period of closure 
to early 2021. The Whitgift 
Music Department were 
pleased to utilise this venue to 
showcase a marvellous selection 
of musical offerings from 
various ensembles including the 
Whitgift Chamber Orchestra, 
Whitgift String Ensemble, 
Whitgift Brass Ensembles, and 
a performance from the First 
Form Choir and Band.

The event did not disappoint. 
It opened with an uplifting 

performance by the Whitgift 
Corps of Drums, founded in 
1905, who wowed the almost 
1000 guests with their Drum 
Solos display which was carried 
out in a darkened theatre under 
ultraviolet light. 

The Brass Ensembles then 
took the audience from the 
sensitive Black Sam from Charles 
Hazell’s ‘Three Brass Cats’ to 
the 70s Disco classic Boogie 
Wonderland by Earth Wind 
and Fire. Then followed the 
Percussion Ensemble performing 
two mesmerising pieces, Satie’s 
Gnossiennes Nos 1 & 3, that 
created a truly meditative effect 
as the harmonies passed between 
the glockenspiel and vibraphone, 
with the addition of tubular 
bells, Burmese tuned gongs, 
and timpani. The Jazz Band 

then changed the mood with 
a wonderful performance of a 
number of jazz classics, including 
Sing, Sing, Sing, which certainly 
got toes tapping. The massed 
String Ensemble, featuring our 
Senior String Ensemble and 
members of our Junior String 
Sinfonia, performed the first 
movement of the Concerto 
for Four Violins and Cello in B 
Minor, Op. 3, No. 10 by Vivaldi.  
The hours of practice certainly 
showed with 4 spectacular violin 
soloists and 2 cello soloists 
within the performance.

Following the interval, the 
Chamber Orchestra played 
the Intermezzo from Cavalleria 
Rusticana by Mascagni, and the 
audience was then treated to 
two complex pieces performed 
by the Symphony Orchestra; 

Marquez’s riveting Danzon No 
2, which was originally going 
to be performed in our planned 
concert at the Royal Festival 
Hall in March 2020, showcased 
the skills of our excellent 
students with exposed solos 
throughout, and driving rhythms, 
influenced by the composer’s 
Latin-American heritage. 
Sibelius’ Finlandia was the final 
contribution from the Symphony 
Orchestra, which closes with 
a triumphant statement of 
the famous hymn tune, with 
climactic contributions from the 
percussion section. 

The culmination of the 
evening was a showstopping 
performance by the First Form 
Choir, which performed an 
exciting medley of anthems by 
Queen. Director of Music, Mr 

Elsom reminded the audience 
that many of those singing would 
never have done so in front of 
such a large audience, so that 
alone was something of which 
all participants should have 
been proud. An exquisite solo 
in the Gospel Medley from First 
Former, Rahul Chakravarty, set 
the scene beautifully, and this, 
and the following Queen medley, 
was supported by the Sixth 
Form Band who had practiced, 
largely over weekends, to 
perfect the accompaniment for 
both medleys. This made for a 
particularly memorable finale. It 
was wonderful to be back!

‘It was wonderful to be back’
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#HelloYellow
On Monday 11 October 2021 
Whitgift marked World Mental 
Health Day.

Across the school, staff and 
students wore a splash of yellow 
in support of this year’s Young 
Minds #HelloYellow campaign.

The Charities Committee 
organised an after-school 
SmashBros (Nintendo game) 
tournament in the Sixth Form 
Common Room and there were 
bake sales, film screenings and 
students vs staff dodgeball 
matches across the School. The 
regular photo booth set up for 
the Junior Years was as popular 
as ever.

‘Mental Health in an Unequal 
World’, the theme for this year’s 
event, ties in with the ongoing 
work of Whitgift’s Diversity 
and Inclusion teams, and was 
highlighted in a video assembly 
for all students during their Form 
time.

The event marked the third year 
of support for the charity by the 
Whitgift Community and with a 
total of £2,988 (plus over £600 
in Gift Aid) raised, Whitgift was in 
the top 5% of fundraisers on Just 
Giving for October 2021.

HELLO YELLOW

news

CHRISTMAS COMES TO WHITGIFT

Staff carol singers greeted 
students outside the Concert 
Hall as they walked onto the 
School grounds for their last day 
of the Michaelmas Term. Singing 
an array of festive tunes, they 
ended at 8.25am with Ding Dong 
Merrily on High, as the traditional 
Whitgift bell for registration, 
known as Ding Dong, rang out.

The mild weather made the Terrace 
the ideal location for Headmaster, 
Mr Ramsey’s year group assemblies 
later that morning in front of the 
Whitgift Christmas tree.

At lunchtime, Junior Years pupils 
were treated to a traditional 
Christmas feast with all the 
trimmings while Middle Years 
and Sixth Form students enjoyed 
some of their favourites in a 
specially compiled menu.

Residents of Founder’s House 
donned their best Christmas 
jumpers for the annual Christmas 
dinner for Boarders earlier 
in December. They enjoyed 
Karaoke and dressing up for the 
photo booth which has become 

something of a Founder’s House 
tradition in recent years!

Thanks to our catering team for 
giving the dining hall a Christmas 
makeover and all their efforts to 
make the celebrations memorable.
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In September 2021, Whitgift 
held the first music event of 
the new academic year – the 
annual Woodwind Competition. 
Showcasing the wide range of 
woodwind talent that Whitgift 
has to offer, there were a 
variety of performances on the 
bassoon, clarinet, flute, oboe, 
and saxophone from a total of 17 
students across seven year groups.

Director of Music, Mr Elsom, 
adjudicated the Junior Class, 
and the Music Department was 
privileged to welcome Rachel 
Ingleton, an accomplished oboist 
and teacher, to adjudicate the 
Intermediate and Senior Classes. 
Rachel has adjudicated prizes 
and undergraduate recitals at the 
Royal Academy of Music (Junior 
and Senior Departments) and at 
Junior King’s School. She has also 
been an Examiner for the ABRSM 
(exam board of the Royal Schools 
of Music) since 2016.

Congratulations to the nine 
Upper Sixth Formers who came 
through a fiercely competitive 
Oxbridge season with offers for 
2022 entry.

Students will be studying a wide 
range of courses:
Xavier Doni (Computer Science)
Frankie Ennis (Japanese)
Cai Evans (Natural Sciences)
William Gilbey (Human, Social 
and Political Sciences)
Anant Gupta (Computer Science)
Jerry Lin (Engineering)
George Roberts (French and 
German)
Joshua Tikare (Mandarin Chinese)
Finlay Webb (English and Spanish)

The process for preparing these 
applicants is hugely intense, and 
all students who went through 
it showed a great deal of focus, 
energy and determination. A 
special thank you to Mr Alcock, 
who as Head of Higher Education 

WHITGIFT WOODWIND COMPETITION

OXBRIDGE ENTRANTS FOR 2022

Mr Elsom commented, “Many 
of our most experienced wind 
players chose to enter this year, 
and Rachel was most impressed 
by the overall musicality and 
technical ability of those who 
performed. It was an incredibly 
difficult decision that she had 
to make, as all the students 
performed so well.” He also 
added that her advice regarding 
breath control was incredibly 
helpful, and all the students who 
performed received excellent 
personalised feedback. 

The School is grateful to Director 
of Orchestral Music, Mr Winter, 
and Head of Keyboard, Mr 
Lane, for accompanying the 
participants, as well as the AV 
Team for their help in making 
the event (including the live 
streaming) possible. 

especially supported the 
students in their applications and 
alongside their tutors. Whitgift 

would also like to wish all the 
Upper Sixth Formers the best of 
luck as they continue to work 

towards securing their University 
placements and follow their 
career aspirations.
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On Thursday 11 November 
2021, Whitgift held its annual 
Remembrance Service, led by 
Reverend Bayes, to pay tribute 
to those who lost their lives in 
the First World War. 

This year, we were pleased to 
return to our usual tradition 
of welcoming Old Whitgiftians 
(OWs) to the site for the service 
alongside staff and pupils from 
the Lower First and First Form, 

who gathered respectfully to 
honour those who lost their 
lives in the line of duty.

The service began with the 
Corps of Drums and members 
of the CCF performing the duty 
of Flag Party, including the 

LEST WE FORGET

news
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tradition of lowering the flags 
to half-mast, while all stood 
still for the one-minute silence. 
Wreaths were laid in honour 
by; Head of Fourth Form, Mr 
Roberts on behalf of staff; Mr 
Richard Blundell on behalf of 
OWs and School Captain, 
Struan Fotheringham on behalf 
of students.

Lower School Captain, Michael 
Ede, delivered a thought-
provoking reading which was 
followed by Douglas Guest’s 
song For the Fallen by the 
Whitgift Chamber choir. The 
second reading came from 
Struan Fotheringham, and the 
Chamber Choir was joined by 
members of the brass band for 
the hymn, O God, our help in ages 
past. The service ended with 
prayers and the exit of the Flag 
Party and the Corps of Drums.
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diary
PERFORMING ARTS EVENTS
LENT TERM COLLECTION CONCERT
Wednesday 23 February 
7pm, Big School 
FREE admission (by reserving on WisePay only)

PIANO COMPETITION
Tuesday 1 March 
1-2pm, Concert Hall
FREE admission (by reserving on WisePay only)

GUITAR FESTIVAL
Wednesday 2 March 
6.30pm, Concert Hall
FREE admission (by reserving on WisePay only)

STRICTLY COME BRASSING
Friday 18 March 
7pm, Concert Hall 
FREE admission (by reserving on WisePay only)

NOT ABOUT NIGHTINGALES
Wednesday 23 March to Friday 25 March
7pm, Performing Arts Centre
Tickets: £10 and £5 concessions* 
(by reserving on WisePay only)

BOOKING INFORMATION
Please visit www.whitgift.co.uk/events for all our 
events and information on how to book.

*Concessions:
Children 16 and under, Over 60s, Students 
(17–25 in full-time education)

PERFORMING
ARTS EVENTS

LENT TERM 
2022


