
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
Thank you for your enquiry about a vacancy at Oak Wood School. Please find enclosed a detailed job 
description and person specification. Our application form is available to download from the school website 
at: www.oakwoodhillingdon.org.uk/Current-Vacancies/.  
 
About our school: 
Oak Wood is a vibrant, innovative and aspirational community where students are encouraged to aim high 
to achieve their personal goals. We are an oversubscribed 11-18 mixed comprehensive Foundation School 
that serves its local community in Hillingdon with over 900 students. 
 
Oak Wood School is situated in the centre of Hillingdon and serves a diverse catchment area. The cultural, 
faith and social diversity of the school is a great strength, and it is expected that successful applicants will 
be able to demonstrate a real commitment to the promotion of equal opportunities issues and achievement 
for all. Oak Wood School is very popular with over 200 students in the current Year 7. 
 
At Oak Wood School we value the achievements of every student no matter what their abilities or talents.  
Young people are at the heart of all that we do.  We are a truly comprehensive school and celebrate our 
diversity. Our high expectations of every student, and a caring, respectful and supportive core ethos – We 
Dream, We Learn, We Grow – propels us constantly to advocate that students are not limited in their 
choices. 
 
Although the school is located in central Hillingdon, we are fortunate that our site contains a generous 
allocation of green fields. The school is well connected to Central London via the Metropolitan and Piccadilly 
Lines and to the home counties by mainline rail. The A40 provides easy access by car to the M25, M40, 
M4 and M1 with staff commuting from outside of London. 
 
In November 2018 the school was judged that it Requires Improvement by Ofsted. The monitoring visit in 
October 2019 identified key areas that the school needs to focus on. There are clear challenges for us as 
a school, but I am determined that we will overcome these to support all of our children to succeed. As 
headteacher, I am confident that with the right staff in place our journey to Outstanding is achievable within 
5 years. A copy of our Five Year Strategy is included with the application pack.  
 
I am committed to the professional development and well-being of all staff. We map-out a career path for 
each member of staff and tailor their CPD to suit this. We provide training so that you hone your skills and 
perfect your craft. We believe that if we invest properly in you, you will strive to obtain the best outcomes 
for our students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our facilities: 
The school is located on a large, open site with extensive playing fields. The new main school building was 
opened in early 2018 and is a state of the art three storey building including a high specification Sixth Form 
provision, with a multi-purpose Sports Hall located next to it. Our new facilities and technology enable staff 
to employ diverse, effective methods of education and administration and allow us collectively to perform at 
our best. Oak Wood is at the cutting edge of education in this country. 
 
Our students:  
As Headteacher, I’m extremely proud of our students.  They are confident, articulate and thoughtful students 
who continually impress me with their talents and energy.  We regularly celebrate the many and varied 
successes of individuals and groups and are proud of our inclusive approach. It goes without saying that 
we want every student who joins us to develop into a successful young adult, but we also want to empower 
them to determine what success looks like for themselves. What is right for one is not necessarily right for 
another. It is important that each child has the chance to forge their own pathway, both while they are with 
us and beyond. 
 
What are we looking for in staff to work at Oak Wood School: 
We are looking for staff who are committed to our core values and vision, which are outlined in the 
application pack, their own professional learning and have high expectations of students in terms of their 
behaviour and attitude towards work. We are a uniform school, and all staff are expected to actively support 
this policy. There is a staff dress code to which all staff adhere.  
 
What do staff say about working at Oak Wood School: 
 
“I’ve found the support of leadership, at all levels, superior to any of my previous schools.” 
 
“I am managed in a way that still allows me to be creative with my lessons, which makes the job more 
fulfilling and is also very rewarding when I can see students progressing as a result. Senior Management 
are open and encourage you to seek opportunities for progression.” 
 
“The staff room is a lovely place, buzzing with conversations about teaching and learning.” 
 
“I enjoy working in such a diverse school where pupils and staff both embrace all cultures and religions. 
There is a real sense of community. We have wonderful pupils, many of them involved in charity and 
community work that the school arrange, promote and support.” 
 
“The best thing about working here has to be the students. They make it exciting to come to work every 
day, and they genuinely appreciate the support we can offer. We have a real mix of students with a range 
of dreams and aspirations, and the school understands that and supports individuals to achieve success.” 
 
If you believe in allowing students to Dream, Learn and Grow and want to help make that a reality for them 
and yourself, then we want to hear from you. When making an application to the school please look carefully 
at the Job Description and Person Specification before completing your application. Candidates who are 
called for interview will be expected to produce their examination certificates on the day of the interview. 
 
I do hope that you decide to make an application. If you wish to speak to a member of staff about the post, 
please don’t hesitate to ring the school. Please ask to speak to the HR Officer. 
 
At Oak Wood we actively encourage and support the safeguarding and protection of all its pupils. This post 
is subject to an enhanced DBS disclosure. 
 
I look forward to receiving your application.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 

Mr D M Cowling 
Headteacher 
 


